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Banning the Unethicality of Puppy Mills in Every State

Imagine being forced to live in a crowded wire cage twenty-four hours a day, constantly
walking through your own urine and feces, never seeing the light of day. You’re given no
protection from the heat or the cold; in addition, the food and water, when given to you, is
unsanitary. For your whole life, your only job is to produce as many puppies as you can and
when you can’t anymore, you're either shot or drowned (“About”). These are the conditions for a
female dog in a puppy mill– an inhumane, high-volume dog breeding facility that churns out
puppies for profit while ignoring the needs of the puppies and the mothers ( “What”). Dogs from
puppy mills are often sick and unsocialized. They’re found with severely swollen, bleeding
paws, feet falling through the wire cages, tooth decay, ear infections, and dehydration (“What”).
The workers of the mills deny the dogs veterinary care and leave the sick to suffer. Puppy mills
often sell the dogs through internet sales, online classified ads, and flea markets. Pet stores are
the primary sales outlet for puppy mills and are essential for keeping them in business (“About”).
The bottom line is that puppy mills are all about profit; any money spent on veterinary care,
quality food, shelter, or staff to care for the dogs cuts into the profit margin. Greater restrictions
need to be implemented by the U.S. government that govern the treatment of dogs in the
commercial breeding industry.
The unhealthy environment puppy mill dogs are forced to live in has a negative effect on
their mental as well as physical health. Puppy mills expose the breeding dogs and their puppies
to two major potential causes of psychological harm: inadequate socialization and psychological
trauma (“Puppy”). The breeding dogs in puppy mills are provided with minimal to no positive
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human interaction or other forms of enrichment. Due to this, dogs who have lived in puppy mills
in the past have been shown to have higher rates of physical health problems; additionally, they
have exhibited high rates of fear (to unfamiliar people, other dogs, as well as noises, and motions
in their surroundings), house-soiling, and staring blankly into space (“Puppy”). These behavioral
and health issues can impact the dog’s owners, who are expecting to bring a healthy,
well-behaved member into their family. Overall, as a result of the inhumane environment they’re
forced to live in, dogs kept in puppy mills develop extreme and persistent fears, altered mental
functioning, and often find difficulty coping with a normal existence.
Puppy mills are the dog form of solitary confinement; however, the dogs in puppy mills
have done nothing wrong that would subject them to that way of life. Solitary confinement has
been shown in humans to cause anxiety, depression, suicidal thoughts, and even behavioral
issues from lack of socialization (similar to that of dogs kept in puppy mills). The morality of
solitary confinement use in prisons has been questioned, and many states have limited or
modified its use (“Solitary”). Dogs are social animals and are just as dependent on social contact
as humans. If the use of solitary confinement for humans has been deemed unethical, why is it
legal to force dogs, who are living beings that feel pain and fear just as we do, to live that way
for not months but their whole lives?
It would seem, based on the unethical treatment of these animals, that the inhumane
operations of puppy mills would undoubtedly be considered illegal in every state. Although all
fifty states do have anti-cruelty laws intended to prevent neglect and mistreatment of dogs
(Animal Welfare Act), sixteen of our fifty states don’t have any specific laws addressing the
operations of dog breeding industries, and only seventeen of the fifty states require licensing and
inspections (“What”). The remaining seventeen states require licensing but no inspections, which
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allows for the squalor conditions of puppy mills to continue. In most states, as long as dogs in
puppy mills are given some form of shelter, water, and food, the conditions they are forced to
live in are legal, even if these dogs are living on top of one another in tiny cages, are denied
proper veterinary care, and are only kept alive so they can reproduce. The operation of puppy
mills needs to be handled on the federal government level not the state level. It’s unethical and
inhumane to treat any living thing the way dogs are treated in puppy mills. They aren’t looked at
as living things; rather they are cash crops. If the U.S. government is willing to ignore the
inhumane treatment of living beings simply for profit, it shows how little respect the government
has for life over money.
The standards governing the care of animals in commercial breeding facilities are set
forth in the Animal Welfare Act (AWA). The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
is the agency responsible for overseeing the commercial dog breeding industry and enforcing the
AWA (“About”). However, the AWA and the USDA are insufficient in protecting dogs in puppy
mills for two main reasons: the AWA’s standards are too minimal to ensure humane care, and the
USDA doesn’t effectively enforce the AWA. Even if the act was enforced to its full extent, the
AWA only requires the bare minimum in housing facilities and care of the dogs. These standards
are far below what most would consider humane or ethical. Furthermore, the AWA “ leaves
significant discretion in the hands of puppy mill owners to decide what constitutes an adequate
level of care for the dogs with respect to living environment, cleanliness and sanitation, feeding,
veterinary care, housing structures, and comfort” (“About”). Under the AWA, it’s legal to cage a
dog for twenty-four hours a day for its entire life, only taken out to be bred. It’s legal for a puppy
mill to have hundreds or even thousands of dogs on the premises. And it’s legal to confine dogs
in spaces only six inches larger than their bodies (“About”).
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Clearly, the Animal Welfare Act is insufficient in setting humane, ethical guidelines for
the commercial dog breeding industry. The specifications are too open-ended and don’t prohibit
unethical puppy mills from existing. The Animal Welfare Act needs to be amended to include a
section that directly addresses the operation of puppy mills. The Puppy Protection Act of 2021,
which encompasses restrictions surrounding puppy mill operations, has been proposed by
Senator Dick Dubin of Illinois. The bill, if passed, would require that all commercial dog
breeders provide dogs with adequate housing. The cages must be free-standing (not stacked),
have solid flooring, be temperature-controlled, and include at least twelve square feet of indoor
space for the smallest dogs and at least thirty square feet of space for the largest dogs. The bill
also requires that all dogs must be given nutritious food twice a day along with clean water.
Adequate exercise is also required for each dog, including access to an outdoor exercise area.
According to the bill, the dogs must all be socialized with humans and other dogs for at least
thirty minutes a day. Each breeding dog and puppy must also receive proper veterinary care,
including core vaccinations. Furthermore, the bill outlines the limitations of breeding female
dogs. Female dogs must not produce more than two litters in eighteen months or six litters during
their entire lifetime (“S.1385”).
The Puppy Protection Act includes guidelines that would help to limit the inhumane and
unethical operations of puppy mills. All of the aspects outlined in the bill enforce that dogs in the
commercial pet industry be treated less like cash crops and more like living beings. Puppy mills
will never be completely erased because the breeding of dogs is highly profitable, and some
people would do anything for a dollar. However, the addition of the Puppy Protection Act to the
AWA will restrict the operations of commercial dog breeding industries by making them follow
guidelines that will eliminate the pain and suffering of the animals. The Puppy Protection Act
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will make inhumane factory-like puppy mills illegal across the U.S. One opposition to passing
this bill is that there are more important issues in our country that need to be addressed. Although
there are other issues in our country, it’s selfish to put our problems above the lives of living
beings. Protecting all life should be a priority in this country. These animals’ lives need to be
saved and protected.
The purpose of the Puppy Protection Act is to protect the lives of the creatures on this
earth who don’t have a voice to speak for themselves. Adding the bill to the AWA will not
directly benefit the human population, but it will benefit the lives of innocent dogs who are
forced to live in squalor every day. The bill will allow for these dogs to live a life and feel loved.
What kind of person wouldn’t want to make that happen? By ignoring the inhumane treatment of
these animals, you’re saying that your life is more valuable than theirs, that their suffering is
unimportant because it doesn’t affect you. By turning a blind eye to the suffering of these
animals, we’re being selfish.
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